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School life at West Buckland is a stimulating and challenging experience.  We 
welcome students from across the world to join us for even a short stay, and  
guarantee that our international, short-term students are fully integrated into 
the school community. Our students aim high, but this is a community where the 

quality of relationships, experiences and the 
needs of individuals matter as much as our 
outstanding academic success.

In our school community, individuals feel 
valued and understood, because we have 
time for each other. 

Based on the school’s Christian foundation 
and strong moral values, we aim to provide 
a forward-thinking education and a safe 
and happy environment for all our students, 
whether they are here long - or short - term.

Mr Phillip Stapleton, Headmaster

Excellence in the arts and 
extra-curricular activities:  
West Buckland’s recently-built 150 Building provides some of the 
region’s best facilities for drama, music and the creative arts.  In 
addition to the traditional sports, our unique location means we can 
offer surfing, kayaking and climbing, in addition to an exciting dance 
programme, scuba diving, yoga and rifle shooting.  Short term students 
can enjoy drama, as part of their English language development and 
many sit LAMDA (London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts) exams.

British school environment:
Over 80% of students are from the UK which means a traditional,  
British school environment and experience.

Transport to and from London:
We provide a dedicated free school transfer to and from London 
Heathrow, Exeter and Bristol airports and Tiverton Parkway Railway station 
once at the start and end of terms and half term breaks.  Alternatively, we 
can arrange private transfers. All our drivers are DBS checked.

Year Founded 
1858

Age Range 
3-18

Sex 
Boys and Girls

Type 
Day and Boarding

Age of youngest boarders 
11

Pupils 
120 in Prep School, 450 in  
Senior School. 110 boarders.  
84% UK / 16% International

Headteacher 
Mr Phillip Stapleton 
BSc MA Ed MBA MRSC

Educational programmes 
GCSEs and A-Levels with 
consistently high academic 
attainment

Sports include 
Hockey, rugby, tennis, cricket, 
netball, swimming, basketball, 
badminton, football, squash  
and athletics

Teacher / pupil ratio 
1 to 10

Facilities 
• Sixth Form boarding house   
 with single, en suite rooms

• Library and Sixth Form  
 study centre

• Sports Centre 

• All-weather pitches 

• 25m indoor swimming pool

• Award-winning Art, Drama,  
 Design and Technology  
 building

• Separate boys and girls 
 boarding House for 11 to 16  
 year olds

Welcome from 
the Headmaster Academic Success:  

The school is rated as a ‘Top 40’ co-educational boarding 
school, based on its outstanding A-level results, with the 
performance consistently above 40% A*-A and 70% A*-B.

Progression to top universities:  
Our students progress to some of the world’s best 
universities including Oxford and Cambridge, Imperial 
College London, Durham, Birmingham and University 
College London.

Excellent facilities and 
beautiful rural setting:  
The school is located on a beautiful, safe campus in  
stunning countryside, close to the surfing beaches  
on the Atlantic coast, where air quality is extremely  
good. The idyllic campus and recent investment in 
facilities provide the perfect environment for learning  
and discovery.

Why choose West Buckland?

At a 
glance “Boarders said 

that the boarding 
provision gave them 

the confidence 
and discipline to 

make progress and 
develop as members 

of a community.” 

ISI 2019



Boarding life: 
Our lively boarding community is strong and supportive, 
with our team of houseparents welcoming students into a 
warm and homely family environment.

Boys and girls aged 11-16 live in our two single-sex, 
modern, purpose-built boarding houses.  Pupils typically 
share with one or two other friends.  Sixth Form pupils  
(16-18 year olds) live in our remarkable new boarding 
house which is quite simply one of the best in the south 
west of England, with 70 single en suite rooms.

All of our boarding houses are located safely on the school 
campus.  The houses have excellent facilities and all 
boarders have access to an onsite medical centre and wifi.

EAL provision:
All of our short-term overseas students have access to 
support and teaching from the EAL department to help 
them develop their English language skills, if they need it.

All students’ needs are assessed and a programme of 
work within the department ensures that they are able 
to cope with the increased challenges of learning in a  
second language.  Our EAL teachers work with students as 
individuals and in small groups to help them improve their 
language skills with teaching targeted to suit the particular 
needs of the individual student. 

Short term international students also have the option to  
take the Cambridge First Certificate.

EAL Lessons:
Age 11 – 16: 10 x 35-minute lessons per week 
Age 16 – 18: 6 x 35-minute lessons per week

What does a short-term programme 
at West Buckland provide?
• Full integration with UK students

• A comprehensive EAL programme

• Trips to regional and iconic locations and landmarks

• Free airport transport

• A full programme of evening and weekend activities and sports

• Boarding in our friendly and comfortable boarding houses

• A guarantee that students with the same first language  
 will not share a room

• Opportunities to take part in all the normal school  
 activities and programmes

Boarders’ Daily Routine

Monday - Friday
07:15 Wake up call for everyone
07:40 Meet in Common Room for roll call
08:00 Breakfast
08:35 Leave the boarding house and make  
 your way to school
15:45 - 17:00 School and clubs finish
17:30 Tea             
18:15 Evening roll call in the Boarding House
18:30 - 20:00 Supervised Prep (Years 7-10 in the  
 ICT classrooms. Y11 in bedrooms)
20:00 Evening activities (optional)

Bedtimes (Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri and Sunday)

Year In House In Room Lights Out

7 and below 21:00 21:15 21:30

8 & 9 21:15 21:30 21:45

10 & 11 21:30 22:00 22:15

Saturday
08:00 Morning roll call in the Common Room
08:15 Breakfast
09:00 Shopping trip to Barnstaple (returns 12.00) 
12:45 Lunch
17:45 Tea (Everyone must attend)
18:30 Roll call (in the Common Room)

Bedtimes (Saturday)

Year In House In Room Lights Out

7 and below 21:30 21:45 22:00

8 & 9 21:45 22:00 22:15

10 & 11 22:00 22:30 22:45

Sunday
10:15 Morning roll call in the Common Room
10:30 Brunch  
Weekend Activities Programme
17:45  Tea 
18:30  Roll call (in the Common Room)  

 followed by room inspection 

Everyone must attend registers and all meals each 
day of the week.



Testimonial from 

Ines Dasso  
(Year 13) - Peru:
I was compelled by my mum’s stories 
of her boarding school experience 
to do half a term of boarding at 
West Buckland. Originally, I hadn’t 
planned to stay for the full Sixth 
Form (two years). I chose to stay 
mostly because I had made good 
friends and I liked the flexibility of the 
A-Level system which allowed me 
to specialise in my three favourite 
subjects. I love that boarding 
combines independent living with a 
safe environment, which is a great 
stepping stone to university. With 
boarding, I have fun with my friends, 
cook, watch films and go to the 
gym. I will miss West Buckland but 
I’m looking forward to getting good 
exam results allowing me to read 
Theology at Durham University.  

Testimonial from 

Jannic Schmidt  
(Year 12) - Germany:
Life here at school is very pleasant, 
and you can learn a lot in your free 
time. On weekends there is time to 
relax and we have had trips, including 
city and sporting visits to Bristol and 
Exeter. As a Sixth Form student you 
have many small advantages and I am 
sometimes very happy to be in the 
12th grade. 

In my free time, I like to jog round the 
large playing fields, go to the gym or 
play tennis. 

I’d been thinking about coming here 
for a long time, but felt scared to leave 
home. When my neighbours started 
going to an English school, I only 
heard positive things about it, which 
finally convinced me to spend a year 
here and I do not regret anything. 

From our short-stay students:

Testimonial from 

Louis Dayen  
(Year 10) - France:
There are many things I like in West 
Buckland, especially the people, 
who helped me feel good at  school 
and in this new language. They are 
welcoming and like to know your 
personality and your country. In my 
spare time I like football, table tennis, 
squash but also play chess or pool 
in the boarding house. Boyer House 
has become a real family for me, with 
all the nationalities making strong 
friendships. As well as fun activities 
Boyer House is ideal for working 
with a desk for each person and a 
computing room. I chose to come 
to England to learn a new language, 
but I chose West Buckland so I could 
discover new sports and activities, 
and the family atmosphere which 
makes me feel secure. 

Uniform:  
Students staying for four weeks or less are not required 
to wear school uniform but will need to wear collared 
shirts, grey or black trousers or skirt, and suit-style jacket.  

Students staying for up to one term: 
Girls/Boys: required uniform that can be borrowed 
from the school uniform shop:

• School jacket (g/b)
• School skirt (g) (or girls can provide their own grey  
 or black smart trousers)
• School jumper (navy) (g/b)
• School tie (b)

Girls/Boys: additional items that can be supplied by 
themselves or bought from the uniform shop:

• White shirts
• Grey or black formal trousers
• Navy tights (g) or black/navy socks (g/b)
• Black flat formal shoes (g/b)

Boarders’ Weekly Activities
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

Prep: 18:30 - 20:00 Prep: 18:30 - 20:00 Prep: 18:30 - 20:00 Prep: 18:30 - 20:00 Prep: 18:30 - 20:00

Muay Thai 
18:30 - 19:30 
Sign up at start of 
term – places limited

Sports Hall + Fitness 
Suite 20:00 - 21:15

Outdoor Learning 
20:00 - 21:15

Parker’s CM (Week A) 
21:15 - 22:00

Bamfylde CM (Week A) 
20:00 - 21:00

Boarding CM (Week B) 
20:00 - 21:00

Yoga 
Time TBC Sign up 
at start of term

Basketball 
20:00 - 21:15

Swimming 
20:00 - 21:15

Muay Thai 
18:30 - 19:30 
Sign up at start of 
term – places limited

Volleyball 
20:00 - 21:15

Swimming 
20:00 - 21:15

Music Night 
20:00 - 21:30

Dance 
16:30 - 19:30 
Sign up at the 
start of term

Art 
20:00 - 21:15

Fitness Suite 
20:00 - 21:15

Dance 
16:30 - 19:30 
Sign up at the 
start of term

Boyer CM (Week B) 
20:00 - 21:00

Life Skills Y13 
Listen at rollcall 
for details

Social Nights 
Listen at rollcall 
for details

Barnstaple Bus 
09:00 - 12:00

ParkRun + Barnstaple 
09:00 - 12:00

House Activities

Weekly Activities 
See calendar 
for details

House Activities

Sports uniform can be bought, if necessary, from the 
school uniform shop.  Students staying for more than one 
term will be expected to purchase school uniform. Some 
items may be available to buy second hand. 

Bedding: 
Students who are with us for a term or less will be 
provided with duvet and pillow but will be expected to 
bring their own bed linen.  Alternatively, for all students, 
bedding packs of pillow, duvet, sheets, covers and 
pillowcase, will be available to purchase for £30.

Food:  
Food at West Buckland is provided by external caterers 
and is of an extremely high quality.  Boarders have 
breakfast, lunch and tea provided and have access to 
cooking facilities if they want to supplement this with 
further snacks, provided by themselves.  For more details, 
please see our website.


