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We’re all excited about this new venture in the artistic life of the West Buckland community! 
 
Hopefully you will find something in the following pages which will whet your appetite 
for culture and the arts and tempt you to visit our beautiful campus to enjoy a social and 
thought-provoking evening.  
 
From our seven ‘pro-series’ events to one of our school events you can be sure of a warm 
welcome. Whether it is art, dance, drama, music, comedy, debate, literature, lectures or 
music theatre that interests you there is something for everyone. 

Why not pop along early to our ‘pro-series’ and enjoy a drink and homemade snacks 
whilst browsing our art exhibitions by local artists before the show?

I look forward to welcoming you soon, 

Emma Kent 
 Director of Music & Performing Arts
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welcome to

enjoy art  dance  drama  music  
comedy  debate  literature 

lecture  music theatre 

accessbox office student tickets
For links to buy tickets for the 
events in this brochure visit
www.westbuckland.com/
arts-at-wb or phone:
01598 760100 if you need  
any assistance.

Our 150 Theatre is wheelchair 
accessible. However, please 
note the Recital Room and 
Memorial Hall are up several 
stairs with no wheelchair 
access.

A limited number of student 
tickets are available for £1 
and are sold on a first come 
first served basis. If over-
subscribed, balcony viewing 
may be available.

09/09  drama  ‘What are they like?’ by Lucinda Coxon 7:30pm, 150 Theatre
  The sixth form present this National Theatre play in just one week!

13/09 lecture Patrick Moore Black Tie Meal and Lecture 6:30pm onwards, Lecture 8:30pm. 
  150 Theatre & Karslake. Tickets: £30 (includes wine) available from Monica 
  on 01598 760188. Lecture only tickets: £5.
  Join guest speaker Will Gater, astronomy journalist, author and TV presenter, for this black-tie  
  dinner and celebrity lecture.      
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Accompanying 
art exhibition
Join us from 6pm for a glass of bubbly, beer,
homemade snacks and an art exhibition 
from artist-in-residence Jessica McMillan, 
who studied at Falmouth School of Art and 
is interested in the over-looked, noticing the 
unnoticed and our perception of the ordinary.

Above photo credit: Fabio Affuso

Page 3

16/10  music  Informal Concert 1 1pm, Recital Room
  Pupils in years 7 to 13 perform solos in an informal atmosphere. Members of the public  
  welcome. Please note this venue is up several stairs.

17/10 drama House Drama Competition 4:30pm onwards, 150 Theatre
  This hotly contested event is always full of creativity, wit and good fun. Members of the public  
  welcome. (Limited seating available). 

08/11 music Service of Remembrance 10:15am, Memorial Hall
  Internal event.

14/11 music GCSE Concert 1 4:30pm onwards, Recital Room
  This portfolio recording session is open to the public. Informal in nature, the expected  
  finish time is approximately 9pm.

15/11 debate  OWBA Vs. WB Phoenix Society Debate 6pm debate, 150 Theatre. 8pm 
  carvery supper, Karslake Hall. Tickets: £15 from Monica 01598 760188
 Ever wondered what happens at a debate? All are welcome to join us for this lively and  
 entertaining evening.

27/09 dance
‘Knot’ by Nikki Rummer
& JD Broussé
7pm | 150 Theatre
Tickets £8 full price | £5 concession 
Available from www.beaford.org 
In partnership with Rural Touring Dance Initiative

Physically exhilarating and touchingly poignant, 
‘Knot’ is the internationally acclaimed circus and 
dance work by Nikki Rummer and JD Broussé. 
 
These talented performers use hand-to-hand  
circus skills to tell the tale of an impossible 
choice:  How can we be honest with ourselves 
without hurting those we love?  Knot is a finely 
crafted theatrical journey through the struggles  
of commitment. 
 
Created in collaboration with award-winning 
choreographer Ben Duke of Lost Dog Dance 
Company, ‘Knot’ is a very modern affair told with 
delicate sensitivity through breath-taking  
acrobatics and heart-wrenching dance.
Recommended age 13+

“A show of great complexity 
& breathtakingly-effortless 

acrobatic skill” 
Peter Jacobs, The Review Hub

“Surprisingly funny. 
The true success of 

Nikki and JD’s 
‘Knot’ lies in the 

sensitive portrayal 
of a strong and 

dynamic human 
bond”

Eve Ryan, North West End
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Accompanying
art exhibition 
Join us from 6pm for a glass 
of bubbly, beer, homemade 
snacks and an art exhibition 
from Joseph Witchall. 
Joseph is an artist and 
illustrator whose work is 
influenced by nature and 
the wild world. He works 
in a variety of mediums, 
the majority being detailed 
images created in graphite 
and watercolour.

Independent on Sunday
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19/11  music  Formal Concert 2 7pm, Chittlehampton Church. Tickets £5. Available from:  
  www.westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb
  Pupils in years 7 to 13 perform solos in a more formal atmosphere. Members of the public welcome.

20/11 drama GCSE Drama Performance 7pm, 150 Theatre
  Support the GCSE thespians as they try out their GCSE performance.

22/11  150 GCSE Festival 4:30pm onwards, 150 Theatre
  Speech and drama pupils from North Devon compete in this annual festival.

speech 
&drama

26/11
drama

‘Thirsty’ by Paper Birds
7pm | 150 Theatre
Tickets £16 | £1 students (limited availability)
Available from www.westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb 

Based on our nation’s love affair with alcohol, Thirsty weaves together real 
booze based confessions collected from a ‘drunken hotline’ and hundreds 
of questionnaires answered by young and old. From nightclubs to working 
men’s clubs, from house parties to dinner parties; Thirsty relays real  
accounts from the happy hour to the early hours.
 

“Thirsty fuses verbatim text and
stunning physical theatre” 

‘Thirsty’ examines binge drinking culture in the UK; with tales of lost  
memories, gained traumas, bruised knees, uncontrollable laughter, urine 
stained beds and sore heads.

A dynamic theatrical exploration delving beyond statistics, facts and figures 
Thirsty looks to the faces and the voices of everyone who likes a drink and 
asks why as a nation we are so Thirsty.  Recommended age 13+

Featured on the BBC2 Review Show | The Independent’s ‘Top 5 shows of the fringe’  
Short-listed for The Observer’s ‘Best Double-Act’  

What’s in it 
for the kids? 
An afternoon drama 
workshop for GCSE 
students from 3pm. 
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dance30/11
‘Leviathan’ by James Wilton 
Dance
7pm | 150 Theatre
Tickets £8 full price | £5 concession
Available from www.beaford.org
In partnership with the Rural Touring Dance Initiative

Multi-award winning choreographer James Wilton re-
imagines Herman Melville’s seminal novel,  
Moby Dick. 

Leviathan follows Ahab, a ship captain hell-bent on 
capturing the white whale: Moby Dick, a beast as 
vast and dangerous as the sea itself, yet serene and  
beautiful beyond all imagining. Ahab’s crew are 
drawn into the unhinged charisma of their captain, 
blindly following him on his perilous adventure 
towards almost certain destruction.
 
Featuring a cast of six, Wilton’s trademark blend of 
athletic dance, martial arts, capoeira and partner
-work, Leviathan will have you on the edge of your 
seat. It will leave you gasping for air under the 
sheer ferocity of movement, all accompanied by a 
powerful electro-rock soundtrack by Lunatic Soul.
 

“Leviathan is man versus nature; 
be careful what you fish for”

Commissioned by: The Barbican Theatre, Plymouth 
University, Plymouth Culture and Ocean City Festival, 
Swindon Dance, The Place, Blackpool Grand,  
Barnsley Civic, The Gulbenkian and BBC Performing 
Arts Fund, with support from Arts Council England, 
Grants for the Arts.
Recommended age 8+. 
 Photo Credit: Steve Tanner

WBJ Jazz Night
7:00pm | Pier House, Westward Ho!
Tickets £30 including three-course meal
Available from Monica in the West Buckland Foundation 
Office - 01598 760188 

The WBJ (West Buckland Jazz) is the school’s big band 
and this annual event is always popular, with a whole 
evening of jazz, rock, pop and soul, there is something for 
everyone. Once you have enjoyed your three course meal 
you can hit the dance floor as we hit the up-beat-hour.  

A firm favourite in the West Buckland calendar, everyone  
is welcome, but book early as this evening always sells  
out quickly.

Accompanying
art exhibition 
Join us from 6pm for a glass 
of bubbly, beer, homemade 
snacks and an art exhibition
from Alissa Mihai, an Exmoor 
based printmaker fascinated 
by people’s lives. Alissa  
explores our mundane, daily 
tasks and strange, secret 
hobbies. Look out for her 
‘Leviathan’ pieces inspired 
by this evening’s theme.

music 29/11

What’s in it
for the kids? 
A dance workshop for 
up to 20 students aged 
10-16 years. £10.
10am - 12noon. 
Booking essential.
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“The Musical & Amicable  
Society reminds us what a 

really first-rate, period- 
instrument band sounds like” 

Birmingham Post

Accompanying
art exhibition 
Join us from 6pm for a glass of bubbly, 
beer, homemade snacks and an art 
exhibition from Edward Crumpton 
who is interested in the nature of  
journeys and how they connect
humans with the environment.  
He’ll be showing landscape paintings 
and small wood engravings prints.
 

12/02 music  Informal Concert 3 1pm, Recital Room
  Pupils in years 7 to 13 perform solos in an informal atmosphere. Members of the public welcome.  
  Please note this venue  is up several stairs.
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01/12  music  Advent Sunday Service 11am, West Buckland Church
  All welcome at this service.

04/12 music  Christmas Concert 7pm, Memorial Hall
  Join the school’s ensembles as they get into the Christmas spirit. Arrive from 6:30pm and enjoy  
  carols by the tree with mulled wine and mince pies. Members of the public welcome.

05/12 drama GCSE devised performances 7pm, 150 Theatre
  Members of the public welcome.

13/12  music  Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 3pm, South Molton Church
  Parents of  Y7 + Y13 are invited to join the school in this traditional service of nine lessons and carols.  
  Organist: Dominic Carter. This event is invitation only due to space restrictions.

11/01 literature 3 x Creative Writing Workshops 9am-12noon, Michael Morpurgo Library
  Pupils from Park School, South Molton Community College and West Buckland School join  
   together to improve their writing skills.  08/02 + 07/03

‘Music for a While’ The  
Musical & Amicable Society
7pm | 150 Theatre
Tickets £12 | £1 students (limited availability)
From www.westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb 

Musical & Amicable Society are a collective of 
musicians lead from the harpsichord by the 
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire’s Early  
Music Lecturer and Instrument Curator, 
Martin Perkins who specialises in performing 
music from the 17th and 18th centuries on 
instruments of the period. 

Formed in 2003, they have performed across 
the country bringing music ranging from  
Monteverdi to Brahms to festivals, music 
clubs, theatres and historical houses. Their 
two CD recordings to date have explored newly 
discovered music from 18th century Britain.  

This evening they present a programme of  
English chamber music for voice and 
instruments from Henry Purcell to Handel.
Recommended age 8+

music18/01

What’s in it 
for the kids? 
An Early Music work-
shop for all GCSE and 
A level musicians,  
covering period 
instruments and set-
work study from 4pm.
Open to pupils from 
other schools.
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24+25+26/02

Legally Blonde
7:30pm | Queens Theatre
Tickets £16 | £10 child | £45 family
Available from www.queenstheatre-barnstaple.com

This fabulously fun international award-winning musical 
based on the adored movie, Legally Blonde, follows the 
transformation of Elle Woods as she tackles stereo-
types, snobbery and scandal in pursuit of her dreams. 

This action-packed musical explodes on the stage with 
memorable songs and dynamic dances. Equal parts 
hilarious and heart-warming, this musical is so much 
fun it should be illegal! Recommended age 12+.

music

Music and Lyrics by Laurence O’Keefe and Nell Benjamin. 
Book by Heather Hach. Based on the novel by Amanda 
Brown and the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer motion pictures. 
This amateur production is presented by arrangement 
with Music Theatre International (Europe).
All authorised performance materials also supplied by 
MTI Europe www.mtishows.co.uk.

“This musical is 
ridiculously 

enjoyable from 
start to finish” 

Music Theatre International

theatre
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11/03 music  GCSE Concert 2 4:30pm onwards, Recital Room
  This portfolio recording session is open to the public. Informal in nature. Expected finish time is 9pm
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comedy
& spoken  word

Comedy Club Night
7pm | 150 theatre
Tickets £20 |  £1 student (limited availability)
Available from www.westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb 

Join us for our Comedy Club Night with Noel Brodie, 
Jo Coffey, Chris Leworthy and Angie Belcher!
 
Noel Brodie is supported by Jo Coffey and Chris 
Leworthy and will be bringing fast paced and  
irreverent litany of parenting stories. With three kids 
of his own, Noel’s well-oiled repertoire of the more 
hilarious escapades he has found himself in, will 
have you in stitches!

The show is lovingly compèred by Angie Belcher, 
an award-winning stand-up (a finalist at What the 
Frock’s ‘ Best Comedy National Newcomer 2015’ 
and ‘North East Theatre best spoken word show 
2015’). She’s equally at home on the stand-up circuit as 
in a tent at a literature festival as she presents naughty 
stanzas and awkward stories.  An accomplished  
comedy performer Angie has supported John Gordillo, 
Shappi Khorsandi and Shazia Mirza and compèred 
at Glastonbury Festival’s Cabaret Tent.  
Recommended age 11+

13/03

Jo Coffey Noel Brodie Angie Belcher

“Simply     
 stunning      
      stories” 

The Sunday Herald

& spoken  word& spoken  word

What’s in it for 
the kids?
A poetry/comedy full day 
workshop, plus a  
performance at 4pm for 
the student body.

Accompanying 
art exhibition 
Join us from 6pm for a glass of bubbly, beer, 
homemade snacks and an art exhibition 
from Mary Jane Evans.  

Mary Jane is a sculptor whose works are 
exhibited widely, including the Royal 
Academy Summer Exhibition. She pushes 
materials to their extremes using exciting 
and unpredictable techniques which 
combine porcelain, slate, corrosive materials 
and minerals.

18/03 drama GCSE Drama Exam 9am onwards. Date to be confirmed by exam board.
  This is an internal event.
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An evening with
Katie Derham

What’s in it for 
the kids?
An afternoon interactive 
session with students 
interested in presenting, 
journalism or working 
in TV.

Accompanying 
art exhibition 
Join us from 6pm for a glass of bubbly, 
beer, homemade snacks and an art  
exhibition from Hester Berry.
Hester explores ways paint can represent 
effects such as light, time, movement 
and climate. 

24/03  music  Spring Concert 7pm, Memorial Hall
  Join the school’s ensembles as they celebrate the advent of Spring. Why not arrive from 6:30pm and  
  enjoy madrigals, whilst quaffing wine and welsh cakes? Members of the public welcome

27/03  music House Music Competition 10:30am onwards solos, 2pm Ensembles, 3pm House Song
  See the music department in all its glory as pupils strive to be the best and win the house music cup. 
  Members of the public welcome to the solo and ensemble rounds 10:30-3pm, Memorial Hall.

24+25/04 drama Junior Play 7:30pm, 150 Theatre, Tickets: www.westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb  
   Pupils from Y8 and Y9 collaborate to bring you this year’s junior play – play to be confirmed  
   during the year. Members of the public welcome. Booking essential. Limited space available.

17/04 

7pm | 150 Theatre
Tickets £25 full price | £1 student (limited availability)
Available from www.westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb 

Join us for a unique evening of intimate chat, footage 
and personal insights with the nations most loved arts 
presenter and journalist, Katie Derham, in conversation 
with Head of Performing Arts, Emma Kent.

Katie is well known to audiences, whether that be 
through her role as a BBC Radio 3 presenter, being the 
face of the BBC Proms since 2010, presenting BBC’s 
‘The Great Orchestra Challenge’ filmed right here in 
North Devon or simply as Anton’s du Beke’s partner 
in Strictly Come Dancing 2015! However, she also 
spent the first 15 years of her broadcasting career in 
news and current affairs, first at the BBC, then as ITV’s 
youngest ever newsreader, where her role as anchor 
meant she covered everything from elections to royal 
weddings and the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

This promises to be an evening of delights and is 
expected to sell out quickly so be sure to book early to 
avoid disappointment!
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24/06
OWBA Alumni Concert: Ana 
Fernández Guerra - Soprano
7pm | 150 Theatre
Tickets £15 full price | £1 student (limited availability)
Available from westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb
Ana Fernández Guerra is one of West Buckland School’s 
most successful recent alumni and she has been invited 
to perform for this year’s OWBA (Old West Buckland 
Association) concert.
Ana graduated from the Royal College of Music in June 
2019 with distinction and studied as a Hans & Julia 
Rausing scholar with the support of the Semple Family. 
In 2019 she became a Nevill Holt Opera Young Artist 
singing in their production of Così fan Tutte. She’s also 
studied in the Berlin Opera Academy.
Future projects include recitals in Spain, the role of 
Lauretta in ‘Gianni Schicchi’ by Puccini with Lunchbreak 
Opera and a tour with Merry Opera Company of a staged 
Messiah in 2020. 

Enjoy an evening of romantic vocal music with this 
rising star as she embarks on her professional career.

‘Fernández Guerra is a glittering 
performer who draws in her 

audience and takes them on an 
intimate journey through the 

magnetism of her exquisite voice 
and charismatic stage presence’

Page 10

A Celebration of the Arts
@West Buckland
7:30pm | Landmark Theatre
Tickets £10 full price | £3 child | £22 family
Available from queenstheatre-barnstaple.com
The Arts are at the very centre of the West Buckland 
community and therefore it seems only appropriate 
to celebrate this. Join us for a smorgasbord of
creativity, commitment and collaboration which 
should inspire and move us all in equal measure. 
 
The evening will include Arts Awards for students.
Join us for a pre-concert drink in the foyer from 
6pm and enjoy an exhibition of art from the school’s 
vibrant and active art department.

01/05

13/05 music  Informal Concert 4  1pm, Recital Room
  Pupils in years 7 to 13 perform solos in an informal atmosphere. Members of the public welcome. Please note   
  this venue is up several stairs.
12/06 drama ‘Who Killed the Vicar?’ 7pm, 150 Theatre. Tickets available from: westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb
  Who doesn’t love a whodunnit? Join Y10 thespians for this murder mystery evening which includes cheese   
  and wine. All proceeds go towards this year’s charity.
17/06 dance Evening of Dance 7pm, 150 Theatre. Tickets available from: westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb
  Pupils from the school dance programme contribute to this popular evening of creativity, poise and atheletism.

music  

art  dance  drama  music       spoken             word 
art  dance  drama  music       spoken             word 
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Accompanying  
art exhibition
Join us from 6pm for a glass of bubbly, beer, 
homemade snacks and an art exhibition from  
Cameron Main.
Cameron is Head of Art at West Buckland and is leading 
from the front with an exhibition of his own works 
entitled ‘The proof is in the pudding’, all produced to 
inspire students over the last seven years of art trips to 
Cornwall and Wales.

What’s in it 
for the kids?
A vocal masterclass 
for our top flight vocal 
students from 4pm.
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West Buckland Choral Concert
7:30pm | Exeter Cathedral
Tickets £20 premium | £15 standard | £10 student
Available from www.westbuckland.com/arts-at-wb 

The annual West Buckland Choral Concert is always 
a grand affair and this year will be no exception. 
With two great choral works and three alumni  
soloists this promises to be an outstanding evening 
of collaborative music making from the West  
Buckland School community.

‘Concertino for Flute’ – Chaminade 
‘Requiem’ – Faure 
‘Belshazzar’s Feast’ – Walton
 
Soprano: Ellie Laugharne (pictured) 
Baritone: William Brockman
Flautist: Katie Hevingham
 
West Buckland Senior,
Junior and Prep Choirs.
West Buckland Chorus and
North Devon Sinfonia. 

27/06music  

01/07  art  Art Exhibition from 5pm, 150 Building. Pre-tour Concert from 6pm, Piazza.  
   Y7 Drama Review from 7pm, 150 Theatre
   Arrive by 5pm to enjoy a glass of Pimms whilst you appreciate this year’s art exhibition with work  
   from pupils in all year groups. The music tour ensembles will then perform their set to entertain  
   you before the Y7 drama review at 7pm.

music
    drama 

05 -10/07 

Netherlands Music Tour 2020
Valkenburg
 
Over 40 pupils from the school music ensembles and choirs will tour 
Valkenburg in the Netherlands. You’re welcome to join us at one of 
our three concerts, details from emk@westbuckland.com

music  

24/06
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